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Overall Assessment of the Dissertation:

In conjunction with economic and environmental reforms, political
transformation in Kazakhstan has the potential to set a new trajectory for the state,
its people, and the region of Central Asia Elemental to cach of these
transformative cfforts is the recalibration of political culture amongst the large and
increasingly influential demographic of Kazakhstani student youth. Aigerim
Alisherova’s rescarch explores the evolving dynamics of political attitudes
amongst student youth in Almaty. My reading of this work suggests that the study
is well designed and executed, leading me to support the candidate’s advancing to
the dissertation defense.

Investigating the valucs, orientations, attitudes, and behavioral patterns of
student youth in Almaty is significant to the future the state. Any notion of starting
a new political culture, open to diverse opinions, requires increasing civic
engagement amongst Kazakhstan's large student youth cohort. This dissertation
contributes to scholarly discourse relating to the transformation of political culture
in what many regard as decolonizing states around the world.

I find the hypothesis that political transformation in Kazakhstan relates to
heightened political awareness, increased civic engagement, and a shift in political
participation methods - from traditional formats to digital activism - to be fruitful
and effectively tested through the dissertation’s methods and analysis of data.

The dissertation offers well evidenced answers to its research questions that
should advance understanding of this complex topic. While initially concerned
with approaching the transformation and characteristics of political culture among
student youth adapting to political reforms in Kazakhstan through a case
concentrating on Almaty, | was convinced that the former capital constitutes a hub
of political activity and a broad demographic sample in terms of ethnicity, class,

education level, and ideology. %
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In terms of the dissertation’s specific contributions, I regard the analysis of
the theoretical and conceptual foundations of the concept of “political culture” to
be well undertaken. Moreover, Aigerim Alisherova’s efforts to identify
socio~-cultural and value-based characteristics of student youth political culture are
insightful. [ am particularly intrigued by Aigerim’s investigation of the influence of
social media on both traditional and non-traditional forms of student youth political
participation. The role of external influencers (state and non-state) could be more
substantively developed, especially given the recommendations for enhancing
student youth political culture offered in the conclusion.

The combination of quantitative and qualitative methods are effective and
Aigerim Alisherova’s analysis of primary and secondary data sources afforded
highly textured findings that combine with her insights into institutional changes
and political reforms in Kazakhstan that include the reduction of the party
registration threshold from 7% to 5%, and the introduction of a 30% quota for
youth, women, and persons with disabilities on party lists and in the allocation of
parliamentary mandates. As noted above, I found the findings relating to the role
and mfluence of social media in shaping the political culture of student youth in
Kazakhstan to be of particular import.

This dissertation and the various publications that have resulted from
Aigerim’s research project are valuable for political scientists, policymakers, civil
socicty organizations, and others seeking to enhance student youth engagement in
political processes. Eight publications is an impressive result for the project. [ am
confident that Aigenim is at the start of a promising career and has developed skills
that will serve her in further developing this and launching additional research
projects.

I therefore endorse Aigerim Alisherova’s advance to the defense stage of her
doctoral process. Should the commitice have any questions for me, | may be
contacted via email at diener@ku edu.
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AFBLUILIBIH TITIHEH ayfapMa
KAH3AC YHUBEPCHTETI

JInGepanawr eHep xaHe FhUILIMAAP KOJLIEHKI

15 »xenrokcan 2025 xbin

On-Mapabu arsinnarel Kazak ¥Yiurreik Yuusepeureri
71, On-Papabu gaursuibl, Anmarel, 050040
Kazakcraun

“8D30014 — CasicaTrany” 6inim 6epy 6araapaamacsl Ooiibinina puiaocopns
aokTopsl (PhD) napesxkecin any ymiH YehbIHBLIFAH IHCCEPTALHAFA XATBIKAPAJIBIK
FBIIBIMH KeHecIiHin mKipi
JloxTopaHuT: OiiniepoBa AjirepiMm BakbiTKaHKbI3bI
Huccepranust TAaKbIpbIObl: «Casicn pedopmasiap Kesinaeri CTyleHTTiK
JKACTAPIBIH CAsiCH MIIeHHeTIHiH TpaHchopManHsAIaHy epekiedikTepi (AamMaTsl
KaJlachl MBICAJTBIHAA)»

Jluccepraunsira xajnsl 6ara:

DKOHOMHKAJIBIK JKQHE JKOJOTHANBIK pedopManapMeH Karap JXKy3ere aceln
sxaTKaH cascu tpaHcdopmauus Kazakcran yuriH, oHbIH xanksl MeH OpTtansik A3sus
OHipl yuliH jkaHa JaMmy OarsITHIH aHKBIHAAY oJeyeTiHe Me. Byn esrepicTepain
opKaiichichIHbIH ©3eriijge — KasakCTaHHBIH CTYAEHTTIK JXKacTaphlHBIH, SIFHH CaHBI
JKarblHaH Jla, bIKMAJI €Ty JEHreii )karblHaH Ja ecill Kejle KaTKaH JISyMETTIK TONTHIH,
casiCi  MOJEHMETIH KaifTa KaJbINTAacThIPy  KAXKETTUNri Kareip. Ajirepim
OJlilepoBaHbIH 3€PTTEY KYMBICHI AJIMAThl KalachlHAAFbl CTYACHTTIK »XacTapIbIH
casiCH yCTaHbIM/IapbIHbIH ©3repy JMHAMHKAChIH 3epTTeyre apHanFaH. By eHOekri oku
OTBIPBIN, 3epTTEY/IH KaH-KaKThl KOCMAP/IAHBIN, Canaibl XY3ere achblpblUIFaHbIHA KO3
xeTki3iM. COHZIBIKTaH JIMCCEPTAHTTBIH KOPFay Ke3eHIHEe OTYIH KONAaiMBbIH.

KazakcTaHHBIH CTYNEHTTIK JKacTapblHbIH KYHABUIBIKTapbl, Oaraapiaper,
YCTaHbIMAapEl MEH MiHE3-KYJIBIK YITUIEPIH 3epTTey — MEMJIEKETTIH Oonamarbl yLIiH
aiipeiKiia MaHbi3ael. JKaHa, MIKip aldyaHIBIFbIHA alIBIK CAasCH  MINCHHMETTI
KQJIBINTACTEIPY YLIIH a3aMaTTBIK OCJICEHAUIIKTI apTTeipy — CTYACHTTIK >KacTap
apachiHJa aca @3eKkTi Macene. By auccepTaiusibIK KyMbIC Kasipri TaHaa anemjeri
JICKOJNIOHHUANIAHY Ke3eHiH 0acTaH oTKepinm JKaTKaH eJjepAeri CascH MOJACHHETTIH
TpaHC(HOpMALIUSCHI XKOHIHIET] FAUIBIMH THCKYPCKA 63 YJIECIH KOCaJIbl.

Kazakcranuarel cagcd TpaHC(HOpPMALMAHBIH CAsACH CaHA ACHreHiHiH apryblHa,
azaMarThlK  OGJNCEHAIMKTIH KYLICHIHE JKOHE CasaCH  KaThICYABIH  JACTYpIIi
GopmarrapeiHan UHOPIBIK 6EJICEHTIMKKE aybICYbIHA BIKMAJ €TETIHIH Heri3fereH
THIIOTE3a OCHI 3epTTeyJe THIMAI KONAAHBUFAH JICTEP MEH MANIMETTEpAi Tannay
ApKbLIbI CATTI AANIENACHTEH JIeN €CENnTeHMIH.

Jluccepraumsia KoiibUIFaH FBUILIMH CypaKTapra HaKThl 9pi JoHMeKTi XKayanTap
Oepinren. Bacrankeina seprrey KasakcTamnarsl CTYASHTTIK JKAacTapAblH CasicH
pedopmanap kaFJailbIHAAFel CasCH MOJACHHMETIHIH e3repyiH AJIMaThl MbICAIbIHNA
KapacTeipy/lbl Makcar eTkeH 0oJica, *KYMBICTBI OKH OTBIPBIN, AJIMAThl KaJaChIHbIH
ITHHKAJIBIK, JIEYMETTIK, OITIMJIIK JKoHE MEONOrHsIIBIK TYPFBLIA dPTYPJIl CTYACHTTIK
*)acTapAablH 0acelH KOCKaH, casic 6encen/1iNiKTiH alipblKilia HIOFbIPIAHFAH OPTAJILIFEI
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eKeHiHe KO31M JKeTTi.

JluccepTaunsIbIK JKYMBICTBIH HAKThl FbUILIMH YI€CTEpiHe KejiCeK, «Casc
MOJICHHET» YFbIMBIHBIH TCOPHANIBIK KOHE TYIKBIPBIMIAMATIBIK HETi3/EPiH KaH-HKAKTHI
capanay corTi >Xy3ere aceipputran. CoHbIMEH Karap, AlirepiM OmnimepoBanbiy
CTYACHTTIK >KacTapAbiH CasACH MAICHMETIH CHNATTANTBIH JNCYMETTIK-MIJIEHU KoHe
KYHIBUTBIKTBIK €pPEKIICNIKTEPIH aHbIKTAay apekeTTepi FhUIBIMU TYpPFbifla Ma3MYH/IBL.
ocipece, ANMeyMETTIK IKENNePAiH AocTypii koHe ASCTYPIi EMEC CasicH Katbicy
dopmanapeiva ocepid Tajjaysl Haszap ayjapyra Typapneik. Byr  perre,
JMCCEPTALMSHBIN KOPHITHIHABI GOIIMIHAE YCHIHBUIFAH CTYAEHTTIK KAaCTap/IBIH CaACH
MOJICHHETIH XeTiNaipy OOiHbIHIIA YCHIHBICTApAbl €CKEpPe OTHIPBIN, CHIPTKBI BIKITalI
€Tyl KywTepaiH (MEMJIEKETTIK XKoHe MEeMIEKETTIK eMec) poNiH TEepeHipex aiubin
KepceTy opsIHAbI Honap e.

CaHJIbIK JoHE canaibiK 9ficTepiH YTHIMABI YiIeciMi, COHBIMEH KaTap AHrepim
ONIIepOBaHblH, 6acTankbl JXOHE KOCHIMINA HEPEKKO3NEPMEH IKYMBICHI 3€PTTCY
HOTHDKENePiHiH MasMyHIEl GOMysIH KaMTamackl3 eTkeH. 3epTrey O6apsichiHaa
Kasakcrauaarsl HMHCTHTYLMOHANALIK e3repicTep MeH cadcu pedopmainap, COHBIH
iuniHAe cascu MApTMANApAbl Tipkey meriHiH 7%-maH 5%-Fa TeMEHZEyi, COHNal-aK
MapTUANBIK Ti3iMAED MEH MapIaMeHTTIK MaHAarTapibl Oeiyne CTyAEHTTepre,
aiferniepre xoHe MyTreaekTiri 6ap agamaapra 30% xBoTa eHrisiTyi cekiimi gakropiap
KaH-KaKTel TajmanraH. JKorapeiga aran eTkeHiMueH, Ka3sakCTaHHBIH CTYACHTTIK
KACTAPBIHBIH CAfACH MSJEHUETIH KAJBIITACTEIPYLA SIEyMETTIK XKEIUIEPAIH peli MeH
BIKIIAJIB] — €PEKIIIE MAHBI3Fa He Al CaHaHMBIH.

Byl nuccepTaUMANBIK JKYMBIC OHe AMrepiMHiH >XKapelK KOpreH FhUIBIMH
Makajanaphl cafcd FBUIBIM OKiNZepi, MEMJIEKeTTIK CasfcaTTel d3ipieymriiep,
a3aMaTThIK KOFaM YHbIMIaphl MCH CTYACHTTIK JKacTapblH CasACH MPOLECKE KaTEICYRIH
apTTHIpyFa MYZAIENi TapanTap YuliH KyHAR pecypc 6oma anansl. Ceri3 FhUIBIMEH
XapusiaHeIM — 61 X00aHbIH eTe xakKchl HaTikecl. Men AlirepiMHin 6onamarsHan
30p YMIT KYTTIPETiH 3epTTeylli eKeHiH jxoHe OyI TaKbIpHINTEI 9Pi Kapai TepeHueTin,
’aHa FeUIEIMM xo0asapra Gactama Gona anaThlH KabineTTepAi KajblTacThIPFaHBIH
CeHIMMEH aiTa aJlaMBIH.

Ocsbinaiima, MeH AHrepiM OilepOBaHbIH JOKTOPIEIK AHCCEPTALHACKIH KOpFray
Ke3eHiHe OTyiH TOMBIK KOJAZaiMEIH, Erep AHCCEpTAlHANLIK KEHECTE MaraH CypaKTap
TyniHaca, diener@ku.edu 3neKTPOHABIK MOMITACH! APKbLIbI GaiinaHbicyFra Gonabl.
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